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8 ways to make your 
Electron app feel great on 

all three platforms



Opening your app
1.



$ electron index.js



Hide the app until the page has loaded



Use a background color that matches your app



Closing your app
2.



The window is the appThe app has windows



Windows and Linux:  
All app windows closed = close the app



Don’t close the app on MacOS.



…But don’t do that on MacOS.

And make sure to 
recreate the window 
when the dock icon 
is clicked.



Remember user preferences
3.





• Window dimensions 

• Window position 

• Which monitor 

• If the app is maximised



• Window dimensions 

• Window position 

• Which monitor 

• If the app is maximised

electron-settings



Restore the window 
position on load



Or use electron-window-state



Keep track of the last used folder





OS-specific menu
4.



npm install electron-create-menu





Text highlighting
5.









Context menus
6.









Or use electron-context-menu



Keyboard shortcuts
7.



Keyboard 
shortcuts use 

ctrl

Keyboard 
shortcuts use 

cmd (⌘)







CmdOrCtrl



Using system fonts
8.









Memory



Memory



Memory
https://electronjs.org/docs/tutorial/performance

https://electronjs.org/docs/tutorial/performance








chrome://inspect

chrome://inspect


In conclusion



Don’t launch your app like a site
1.

Hide until 
“ready-to-show”

Use a fitting 
backgroundColor



Handle window closing like the OS
2.

Keep app running 
on MacOS, re-
open on click.

Closing the (last) window 
should close the app on 

Windows and Linux



Remember user preferences
3.

Restore windows 
to their last 

position and size
Remember the last used 

folder



OS specific menu
4.

Use electron-create-menu



Prevent text highlighting
5.

Use electron-create-menu



Context menus
6.

Right clicking on 
text should have 

cut, copy etc.

Use contextual info to 
give extra options for 

images, links etc.



OS-specific keyboard shortcuts
7.

Use CmdOrCtrl



Use the system font
8.
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App icons
9.
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App layout
10.

Flexbox 
CSS Grid

Grid stylesheets:  
constraint based css 

gss.github.io

http://gss.github.io

